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Submission to the National Electric Vehicle Strategy Consultation 

 

The Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils Ltd (WSROC) welcomes the opportunity to 

provide input into the development of the Australian Government’s National Electric Vehicle Strategy. 

We strongly support efforts by the Australian Government to deliver policy measures that will reduce 

emissions from the transport sector, including accelerating the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) of all 

shapes and sizes, for all Australian households and businesses. 

We acknowledge that all industries have a critical role to play in achieving Australia’s emissions 

reduction targets of 43% by 2030 and net zero by 2050.  

Currently accounting for over 18% of Australia’s national emissions, transport sector emissions have 

already increased by 22% between 2005 and 2019. Without national action, transport emissions are on 

track to still be higher than 2005-levels by 2030, and as a result, risk taking Australia further away from 

our 43% emissions reduction target. 

The reality is that without strong action to reduce transport emissions, a disproportionate burden will be 

placed on others, including farmers, manufacturers, builders, miners and energy providers, to reduce 

emissions even further in order to achieve our emissions reduction targets. 

To ensure Australia is on track to achieving net zero emissions by 2050, Australia must significantly 

increase the uptake of electric vehicles (EVs) within the current decade. We welcome the Australian 

Government’s development of a National Electric Vehicle Strategy to achieve this outcome. 

Key recommendations for the National Electric Vehicle Strategy 

A critical consideration as part of the National Electric Vehicle Strategy is the introduction of an 

ambitious and robust fuel efficiency standard, which is aligned with similar schemes in the US, EU, and 

New Zealand. An ambitious fuel efficiency standard would encourage manufacturers to introduce more 

fuel-efficient vehicles into the Australian market, including a greater number of electric vehicle models. 

This policy is a necessary prerequisite for increasing the choice of fuel efficient and electric vehicle 

models for Australian businesses and households, in both our regions and cities. 

WSROC supports the Australian Government in introducing an ambitious and robust fuel efficiency 

standard by the 1st of January, 2024 – at the latest – to accelerate the supply of EVs to Australia. 

mailto:info@wsroc.com.au
mailto:NEVS@industry.gov.au


 
 

Blacktown          Blue Mountains         Cumberland        Hawkesbury         Liverpool         Lithgow   
 

ABN 16 053 399 983 

WSROC recommends the following six initiatives, including a fuel efficiency standard, be incorporated 

into the Australian Government’s National Electric Vehicle Strategy: 

1. Establish clear targets 

• Targets provide certainty to industry and consumers about the government’s commitment to 

decarbonise the transport sector, and to capture the benefits of this transition.  

• WSROC supports the consideration of clear targets in the National Electric Vehicle Strategy 

such as those proposed by the Electric Vehicle Council: 

• 1 million electric vehicles (cars) in Australia by 2027 

• At least 60% electric vehicle (car) sales by 2030 

• 30% electric heavy vehicle (truck and bus) sales by 2030 

• Multi-bay fast changing locations every 70 kilometres on arterial roads and every 5 km 
in urban areas by 2027 

• 1 domestic electric vehicle manufacturer using Australian batteries by 2030. 

2. Introduce an ambitious and robust fuel efficiency standard for new light vehicles 

• WSROC strongly supports the introduction of an ambitious and robust fuel efficiency standard 

by the 1st of January 2024 - at the latest - to accelerate the supply of EVs to Australia. This 

policy is necessary for increasing the efficiency of all new cars sold in Australia, and ensuring 

our market is prioritised for the introduction of affordable and efficient EV models. 

3. Provide temporary incentives to reduce upfront costs of EVs of all shapes and sizes 

• Incentives will remain critical for accelerating the adoption of electric cars, buses and trucks, 

and, in turn, supporting the development of a second-hand EV market to provide equitable 

access to EVs for all Australian households and businesses. 

• Consideration should also be given to targeted programs that can provide low-income 

households with access to electric vehicles, and other transport services. This could include 

subsidised electric vehicles leases / subscriptions, and subsidised mobility-as-a-service 

subscriptions, such as fixed-price, unlimited annual/monthly/weekly public transport plans. 

4. Support the roll-out of a national charging infrastructure network and its integration into the 

electricity grid 

• Unlocking investment in charging infrastructure to support electric cars, buses, trucks and other 

vehicles, ensuring coordinated national deployment, with a particular focus on regional areas 

and suburbs with high-density, multi-storey buildings. 

• Enabling the integration of charging infrastructure into the electricity grid to minimise costs, and 

capture the major energy sector benefits that can be delivered through the widespread adoption 

of EVs. 

5. Accelerate the adoption of electric trucks, buses, two-wheelers, and other vehicles. 

• Revise Australian Design Rules on vehicle width and mass for electric heavy vehicles to enable 

increased supply of models. 
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• Introduce targeted incentive programs to increase electric heavy vehicle adoption in both urban 

and regional locations. 

• Provide support, such as zero-interest loans, to accelerate the uptake of electric two-wheelers, 

and other vehicles, including equipment used in agriculture, construction and mining. 

6. Create a national EV industry development plan 

• Targeted funding and policies to stimulate investment and innovation across the full EV value 

chain in Australia, including critical mineral extraction, processing and refining, component and 

vehicle manufacturing, as well as second life and recycling. 

All stakeholders have a role to play 

A strong National Electric Vehicle Strategy will help to ensure all stakeholders can support the transition 

to electric vehicles, and as a result, the decarbonisation of Australia’s transport sector. 

Western Sydney councils have already set 2030 targets for transitioning the region to electric transport 

under the Western Sydney EV Roadmap including: 

• At least 50% of council fleets transitioned to EV 

• 100% buses to be zero emissions 

• 50% of all taxis, car shares and ferries to be zero emissions. 

If the Australian Government puts the right policy settings in place, WSROC commits to support 

Australia’s transition to an electric vehicle future and will welcome all opportunities to work with the 

Australian Government on policy measures specific to local councils. 

Australia is presented with a once in a lifetime opportunity to benefit from the transition to electric 

vehicles, but it is critical the Australian Government acts quickly to ensure we capture these 

opportunities. 

If you have any questions on this submission, please do not hesitate to contact Nic Pasternatsky at 

nic@wsroc.com.au  or 02 9671 4333. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Charles Casuscelli 

WSROC CEO 
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