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About the Greater Western Sydney region 

Greater Western Sydney region can be described as large, diverse and rapidly growing. 

Western Sydney geography 

 Greater Western Sydney stretches 8,982km2 

 Traditional lands of the Darug, Dharawal and Gundungarra peoples.  

 14 local government areas and 14 federal electorates. 

 Landscapes span metropolitan centres, peri-urban areas, rural and agricultural lands, as 

well as natural areas of global ecological and cultural significance such as the critically 

endangered Cumberland Plain Bushland and Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. 

 Home to Australia’s greatest natural disaster risk areas for bushfire (Blue Mountains) and 

flood (Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley).  

Western Sydney community 

 2.7 million residents, or 1 in 10 Australians (ABS ERP 2023). 

 45.7% of Western Sydney households speak a language other than English at home. 

 2.10% of the community are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander decent. 

 Younger population than the national average with a median age of 35 years. 

Western Sydney economy 

 Australia’s third largest economy, producing around $170 billion GRP. 

 989,150 local jobs.  

 32% of Western Sydney workers commute outside the region for work. 

 Top industries for resident workers: Health care, retail, education and professional 

services. 
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About the Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils 
 

The Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WSROC) Limited is a membership 

organisation representing local government in Western Sydney. With a reputation for considered 

policy analysis and bipartisan advocacy, WSROC brings a collective voice to issues crucial for Greater 

Western Sydney's growing population since 1973.  In addition to its advocacy role, WSROC is 

currently leading four major programs that take a regional, collaborative approach these include:  

Western Sydney Regional Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy  

 
The Western Sydney Regional Waste and Sustainable Materials Strategy 2022-27 (‘the Strategy’) is 

a collaboration between eight councils and WSROC to transition towards a circular economy. Since 

2014, Western Sydney councils have successfully developed and delivered three regional waste 

strategies, fostering a successful and collaborative working relationship. The strategy not only 

builds on the lessons and achievements from the previous strategies to ensure continuous 

improvements but reflects the significant changes in the management of waste in Australia.  

Participants include: Blacktown City Council, Blue Mountains City Council, Cumberland City 

Council, Fairfield City Council, Hawkesbury City Council, The Hills Shire Council, Liverpool City 

Council and City of Parramatta.  

Western Sydney Energy Program  

 
The Western Sydney Energy Program is a collaboration between Western Sydney councils. The 

program aims to realise energy, cost and emission savings for Western Sydney councils and their 

communities. To date, collective efforts of Western Sydney councils have already saved more than 

$55 million, and reduced emissions by over 650,000 tCO2e across a wide range of projects such as 

lighting and equipment upgrades, renewable energy programs, and Smart Cities initiatives. The 

Western Sydney Energy Program aims to maximise existing programs as well as implement new 

initiatives.  

Participants include: Blacktown City Council, Blue Mountains City Council, Camden City Council, 

Cumberland City Council, Hawkesbury City Council, The Hills Shire Council and Liverpool City 

Council and City of Parramatta.  

 



WSROC 2025 Federal Elections Advocacy Priorities 

   Page 4 of 26 
 
 
 

Greater Sydney Heat Taskforce 

Heat is Australia’s most deadly natural hazard with significant and growing impacts on our 

communities, economy, environment, and infrastructure.  Despite these impacts, Sydney has no 

coordinated arrangements in place to measure, mitigate or manage heat impacts. The Greater 

Sydney Heat Taskforce program was funded through the Australian (NEMA) and NSW (Recovery 

Authority) and seeks to address this gap, aiming towards a long-term vision where people living in 

Greater Sydney can survive and thrive in a warming climate and during extreme heat events. 

Taskforce program outputs include:   

 Heat Smart City Plan: A multi-sector heat resilience plan for Greater Sydney.  

 Cool Suburbs NSW: A science-led heat resilience rating tool for urban design and 

development (Coolsuburbs.au).  

 Community Heat Risk Assessment: Place-based heatwave risk assessment tool that 

focuses on community health and wellbeing.  

 Heatwave Management Guide: For local government on the management of heatwaves.  

Taskforce members: Resilient Sydney, Blacktown City Council, Liverpool City Council, NSW 

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, NSW Health, NSW Reconstruction 

Authority, Transport for NSW, NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 

Water, NSW Police, Sydney Water, Committee for Sydney, Endeavour Energy, Swiss Re, Property 

Council of Australia, Green Building Council of Australia, Australian Red Cross, Sweltering Cities, 

Western Sydney Community Forum, Western Sydney University, UNSW, University of Sydney.  

Cumberland Plains Conservation Program (CPCP)  

WSROC in partnership with the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure is 

implementing two new initiatives in support of the CPCP:  

 CPCP Caring for Country Council Grants Program (2 years), 

 CPCP Compliance Strategy Pilot (15 months), all CPCP councils.   

The CPCP has authority by virtue of the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and the 

Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The CPCP 

recognises councils as one of the key delivery partners for implementing its conservation program. 

Both aforementioned initiatives form critical components of the CPCP deliverables and are 

designed to assist councils with their contribution towards achieving the CPCP outcomes.    

CPCP participants:  Blacktown City Council, Blue Mountains City Council, Camden Council, 
Campbelltown City Council, Fairfield City Council, Hawkesbury City Council, Liverpool City Council, 
Penrith City Council and Wollondilly City Council.  
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This document 
 
This document outlines key issues identified by WSROC members as critical for consideration by 

the next Australian Government. These issues have been endorsed by WSROC’s Board of Directors. 

It is important to note that the issues identified in this brief are by no means exhaustive. Readers 

should note: 

 There are several issues including housing affordability, disaster resilience, and social 

cohesion that are not included in this brief as they are established national priorities. 

WSROC supports continuation of these priorities in line with advocacy of ALGA and Local 

Government NSW. 

 The issues outlined in this document focus on those that are region-scale and pertain to 

federal government policy. Our members will also have their own priorities that should be 

considered in conjunction with, and in addition to this document. 

WSROC welcomes the opportunity to further discuss issues raised in this brief. Please do not 

hesitate to contact WSROC with any questions. 

 

Contact: 

Charles Casuscelli RFD   

Chief Executive Officer 

Western Sydney Regional organisation of Councils Ltd.  

Tel (02) 9671 4333  

www.wsroc.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Images in this document should be attributed to WSROC unless otherwise stated. 
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1. Reform local government funding  

Sustainable councils needed to build stronger, resilient communities 

The financial sustainability of councils continues to deteriorate under the relentless pressures of 

declining Financial Assistance Grants, increased cost shifting, and other federal funding 

arrangements. There is an urgent need for reform of local government funding to ensure councils 

can deliver the services and infrastructure communities need, expect and deserve.  

Reform should include not only an increase to overall funding, but improvements to long-term 

funding certainty – allowing councils to plan strategically to get the best return on investment for 

their communities. 

Further, when properly resourced, councils are well placed to deliver local-place based solutions to 

key challenges our nation is facing including: affordable housing, social cohesion, road safety, 

natural disasters and climate change. 

Any funding review should consider mechanisms to ensure that every community benefits, 

including smaller councils that often miss out on competitive federal funding programs. 

 

 
Figure 1. Road collapse following flooding event in Blue Mountains. Credit: Blue Mountains City Council. 
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Recommendations: 

 
WSROC supports broader recommendations by Local Government NSW and ALGA calling for 

measures to improve the sustainability of local government funding arrangements. These include: 

 

 Restoring Financial Assistance Grants to 1% of total Commonwealth tax revenue.  

 Reducing cost shifting and legislate to prevent new cost shifts.  

 Reviewing funding arrangements for building safer, more resilient local roads. 

 Increasing funding for local government emergency management capability and capacity. 

 Supporting place-based solutions to support building community resilience and social 

cohesion. 

 Supporting councils to deliver on federal housing supply targets by funding enabling and 

community infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Community members using local community centre - a critical resource for community resilience and cohesion. 
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2. Assist councils with local skills and labour 
shortages 

Targeted programs needed to address council skills and labour shortages 

Local government is a major national employer with over 190,800 workers in almost 400 

occupations. However, councils and communities across NSW are suffering from the impacts of 

skills and labour shortages, which slow economic development and hamper productivity.  

A 2022 survey1 commissioned by the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) found that 

demand for skills and labour often exceeds supply, driving up costs and delaying investment; this 

corroborates the first-hand experiences of WSROC councils. Where councils are not able to attract 

and retain appropriately skilled workers, they struggle to deliver the range and level of services 

required by their communities, including place-based implementation of government policies (e.g. 

disaster recovery and local housing targets).  

 

 

Figure 3. Man working on laptop in city centre. 

 
 
 
1 ALGA (2022). 2022 Local Government Workforce Skills and Capability Survey  
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Recommendations: 

WSROC supports Local Government NSW’s call for action on addressing labour and skills shortages 

in councils across NSW. These include: 

 Funding a study that quantifies what local government sills shortages throughout the 
nations means to national productivity and the economy. 

 Invest in training to support para-professional, trades and entry-level pathways to 
employment in local government and to upskilling councils’ workforces in response to new 
and emerging jobs and work.  

 Allow for greater flexibility/overcoming barriers to accreditation/registration of 
professional and trades employees.  

 Ensure all areas of need have equitable access to VET and tertiary courses and educational 
institutions – including face-to-face training.  

 Drive local economic recovery through initiatives to address labour shortages impacting 
primary producers, businesses and councils across NSW.  

 Commit to incentives (such as scholarships, cadetships, wage subsidies) to address critical 
local government skills shortages. 

 

 

Figure 4. Western Sydney trade and construction worker. 
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3. Invest in public transport 

Federal-state partnership on transport investment needed to address cost-of-
living, congestion, and emissions in Greater Western Sydney. 

Greater Western Sydney has long experienced a backlog in public transport infrastructure. Nearly 

half of Western Sydney residents rely on their car to get to work,2 many paying thousands of dollars 

in tolls per year 3.  As a result of car dependency, road transport accounts for around a third of 

Western Sydney’s carbon emissions4.  

Investment in Western Sydney’s public transport network is essential for addressing cost-of-living 

pressures associated with fuel and tolls, supporting local economies, improving access to services, 

and meeting national Net Zero emissions targets.  

WSROC has welcomed recent investments in the North-West Metro and Parramatta Light Rail, 

however these projects only scratch the surface of transport deficits. Western Sydney’s rapid 

growth – has been accelerated by federal-state partnerships such as the Western Sydney 

International Airport and National Housing Accord – and as such should also be supported by 

similar federal-state partnerships on transport infrastructure.  

Current strategic transport documents provide a wish list of potential transport projects 

throughout the region with no detail about sustainable funding sources, relative priorities, timing 

of delivery, and a vision of an end-state transport network. 

 

  

 
 
 
2 Western Sydney Method of Travel to Work. 2021. Profile ID. https://profile.id.com.au/cws/travel-to-work?BMID=40 
3 Independent Toll Review. 2024. NSW Treasury. https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/toll-review 
4 Western Sydney Energy Program. 2019. WSROC. https://wsroc.com.au/projects/project-western-sydney-energy-program 
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Recommendations: 

 
 Partner with the NSW Government to develop and co-deliver an end-state Western Sydney 

transport network.  It is suggested that this will require the development of an “Action for 

Western Sydney Transport Plan” that includes the details noted above. This Action Plan 

should include, but not be limited to: 

- Accelerated delivery of the North South Metro Line from Tallawong to 

Campbelltown, not just St Marys to Western Sydney Airport.  

- Duplication of the Richmond Rail line. 

- Increasing the number of stations along heavy rail and metro lines to improve 

walkability and access to a larger proportion of the community. 

- Completion of the Leppington Line to Western Sydney Airport.   

- Improved public transport linking the satellite cities of Penrith, Blacktown and 

Liverpool including Smart Transport Corridor from the airport to Liverpool City.   

- Increasing the frequency and reliability of Western Sydney’s local bus networks, so 

that public transport becomes a viable alternative to driving. 

 

 

Figure 5. The transport access gap between eastern and western Sydney is growing as the region grows. 
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4. Monitor Western Sydney Airport impacts 

Establish a community forum for ongoing monitoring of Western Sydney 
Airport impacts 

The Western Sydney (Nancy-Bird Walton) International Airport (WSI) is one of the largest and most 

complex infrastructure projects in Australia. The airport is being built on Commonwealth land at 

Badgerys Creek in the Liverpool City Council local government area. 

The construction of WSI is on track to commence 24-hour operations in 2026. The plan for the 

airport includes a single runway handling up to 185,000 annual aircraft movements by 2050, 

followed a second runway supporting up to 370,000 aircraft movements by 2063. Environmental 

Impact Statements (EIS) have been conducted for the project (2015 and 2023). WSROC 

commissioned independent reviews5,6 of both EIS’. These studies found clear limitations including:  

 Exclusion of flight path design for the airport’s second runway; preventing assessment of 

impacts to current and future communities. 

 Insufficient consideration of health impacts. Measures analysed did not follow best 

practice. 

Given these shortcomings, it will be imperative to establish ongoing consultation with 

communities, local government and other stakeholders to monitor impacts and develop options 

for redress. The Draft EIS proposed the establishment of community aviation consultation group 

(CACG) and the preparation of a Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan by end 2024. It 

does not provide any detail as to the role and functions of such an entity. It is noted that WSIA will 

be a work in progress over three decades. Ongoing consultation with local government and 

communities will be critical to manage impacts and maximise mitigation outcomes. 

It is important to note that there is no, as yet, agreed process to automatically address those 

situations where there is evidence that the EIS models and predictions as they relate to impacts 

on communities and environment got it wrong.   

  

 
 
 
5 WSROC (2023). Western Sydney International Airport EIS Acoustic Peer Review   
6 WSROC (2023). Western Sydney International Airport review of the health component of the airspace and flight path 
design draft EIS. 
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Recommendations: 

Establish a community aviation consultation group (CACG) that represents the interests of 

communities affected by aircraft and airport operations. The CACG should: 

 Provide a formally recognised pathway for communities to raise concerns regarding local 

impacts of airport operations or where evidence suggests that the EIS got something 

wrong,  and receive formal responses from federal and state governments (who should 

take all reasonable measures to minimise these).  

 Ensure local councils and communities are consulted (in early stage planning) on all major 

changes to airport operations, flight paths, and airport development proposals.  

 Support ongoing liaison between communities, airline operators and other airport 

beneficiaries, with the purpose of identifying and resolving community concerns.  

 Inform the establishment of meaningful noise metrics, and an independent, transparent 

process for the verification of airport noise footprint to guide the development of land use 

planning and noise mitigation programs surrounding the airport precinct. 

 

 

Figure 6. Western Sydney Airport site signage. 
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5. Invest in Country across Greater Western Sydney  

Caring for Country key to Closing the Gap for one of Australia’s largest First 
Nations populations. 

‘Caring for Country’ refers to the practice of First Nations Australians managing and protecting their 

land, water and natural environment based on deep cultural connection to the land.7 This practice 

draws on ancestral knowledge and law to ensure the continued health of "Country" which 

encompasses not just the physical landscape but also heritage, culture, and spiritual beliefs; 

essentially, it is holistic land stewardship rooted in traditional relationships with the environment.  

Caring for Country provides a range of benefits for First Nations peoples across health, wellbeing, 

cultural and socio-political, economic and environmental spheres.8 Studies have shown that 

spending time, and having cultural responsibilities for Country may be as important for First 

Nations’ health and wellbeing as permanent occupancy or land ownership.9 Flow-on effects include 

reduced crime and incarceration rates, improved employment, opportunities for cultural and eco-

tourism, native bush foods, medicine, arts and craft. Caring for Country initiatives can also support 

healing and increase social cohesion; critical for Australia’s Closing the Gap targets. 

Western Sydney is home to one of Australia’s largest urban indigenous populations (Around 54,498 

people of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent).10 Opportunities for these communities 

to build connection with Country is threatened by rapid and ongoing degradation of Western 

Sydney ecosystems, and limited access to First Nation’s owned land.11  

Current programs through the NSW government and WSROC are set to conclude in 2026.12 There 

is urgent need for sustained funding and resources for Caring for Country initiatives in Western 

Sydney for the health and wellbeing of First Nations people and the broader community. Current 

investment is fragmented and often depended on short-term funding, which limits continuity for 

communities.   

 
 
 
7 Australian State of the Environment 2021. https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/indigenous/management/caring-country  
8 Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Studies. Benefits associated with Caring for Country. 
Literature review. 
9 Wright, A.; Yap, M.; Jones, R.; Richardson, A.; Davis, V.; Lovett, R. Examining the Associations between Indigenous 
Rangers, Culture and Wellbeing in Australia, 2018–2020. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2021, 18, 3053. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18063053 
10 2021 Census 
11 Only 1% of NSW land is First Nation owned. 
12 Caring for Country grants program  
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Recommendations: 

 Provide funding for a (minimum five year) Caring for Country program across Greater 

Western Sydney, with potential for extension. This program should support the 

development and implementation of Caring for Country initiatives through local 

organisations, and include several streams, such as: 

o School-based traineeships for young people who are disengaged with the 

education system and the criminal justice system. 

o Provision of funding to government and not-for-profit organisations such as 

councils, Local Aboriginal Land Councils, Local Land Services, Regional 

Organisations of Councils, Local Land Services, landowners and First Nation owned 

and managed service providers.  

 The program should be used to establish a framework for long-term commitments to 

Caring for Country initiatives in the region.  

 

 
Figure 7. Canopy of eucalyptus trees in Western Sydney. 
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6. Manage the impacts of heatwaves 

Build heat safety into national housing and disaster policies and establish a 
heat innovation fund. 

Heat kills more Australians than fire, flood and storms combined and is responsible for over 78% of 

extreme weather-related hospitalisations.13 Heat also has major impacts for infrastructure, the 

economy and environment. These impacts will increase with climate change. 

Due to heat’s particular impacts in Western Sydney, WSROC has worked with a Taskforce of 40 

organisations across government, industry and community sectors to better understand heat 

hazards and agree on actions to build resilience. The Taskforce identified three federal priorities.  

First, Australia should follow nations like the UK in setting thermal safety standards for new homes 

and buildings. At present, the National Construction Code uses energy efficiency as a measure of 

thermal comfort. This is problematic as it does not reflect human health and assumes households 

can run air-conditioning. Thermal safety standards would ensure homes maintain safe 

temperatures without air-conditioning – providing better health outcomes, improved cost-of-

living, and reducing pressure on energy grids, health and emergency services.14 

Second, the Australian Government should include heatwave as an eligible disaster under the 

National Disaster Funding Arrangements. If an extreme heatwave caused widespread power 

outage in Greater Sydney, there may be urgent need to unlock funding for essential provisions (e.g. 

potable water, life support) and evacuation centres for millions of residents at short notice. We 

must not wait for disaster to strike. These changes would also impact how heatwaves are 

understood, recognized and managed across industry, community and government.  

Lastly, WSROC asks for the establishment of a heat innovation fund to catalyse new economies. 

Mitigating and adapting to heat is an emerging challenge for cities around the world. Supporting 

new heat resilient products, services and speciality skills would set Australia up as a global leader 

in heat resilience. 

 
 
 
13 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. 2024. Extreme weather related injuries in Australia over the last decade. 
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/extreme-weather-injuries 
14 For further information on changes needed to the National Construction Code see: Upadhyay et al., (2021). Future 
Proofing Residential Development in Western Sydney. https://wsroc.com.au/projects/project-turn-down-the-
heat/future-proofing-residential-development  
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Recommendations: 

 Review the National Construction Code (NCC) and implement measures to protect 

occupants of homes and buildings from extreme temperature. This review should include: 

o A minimum thermal safety standard for new buildings. 

o Testing new home designs in free-run mode (to test performance without power). 

o Ensuring tools such as NatHERS use climate data that reflects today’s climate. 

o Modelling the performance of new residential buildings against future 

climates to ensure maintained safety over time. 

o Ensuring climate zones and climate projections are reviewed every 5 years. 

 Establish heatwave as an eligible disaster under the National Disaster Funding 

Arrangements – providing pathways for community support programs in the event of 

major heatwave disasters. 

 Establish a Heat Innovation Fund to support development of new products and services 

that reduce heat risk.  

 

Figure 8. Greater Sydney Heat Taskforce at the launch of the Heat Smart City Plan.  
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7. Implement national packaging stewardship 

Programs to prevent hard-to-recycle packaging and unsafe products 

WSROC calls on the Australian Government to drive national product stewardship; mandating 

programs to reduce unnecessary packaging, and ensuring necessary packaging can be easily 

recycled, or safely disposed.  

Despite Australia’s commitment to a circular economy, we continue to allow the release of new 

products and packaging that have no clear pathways for recycling or safe disposal. These federal 

decisions have significant downstream impacts for community safety, environmental sustainability, 

and the cost of managing waste for households and communities.  

Without national oversight, councils and their communities will be forced to pay for the growing 

costs of poor packaging and product design. These include landfill costs for materials that are 

impossible or confusing to recycle, to potentially hazardous wastes (e.g. embedded and 

rechargeable lithium-ion batteries) that have few safe disposal pathways and create serious 

hazards to communities and staff. 

In recent years, the Australian Government has encouraged voluntary, industry-led schemes, 

however these have made slow or little progress. Mandated, nationally consistent schemes are 

needed to provide clear oversight and compliance, and reward responsible product and packaging 

design. 

Local government is responsible for managing household waste services, and in some cases, 

supporting disposal infrastructure for commercial and demolition wastes. However, the systems 

that frame the types of waste that local government need to avoid, recycle and dispose of are 

shaped by the Australian Government.  

As Western Sydney councils seek to reduce the 660,000 tonnes of waste they manage each year, 

WSROC is calling on the Australian Government to support waste reduction, ensure companies take 

responsibility for materials they put into the market, and support the reduction of waste emissions.  
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Recommendations: 

 Expand product stewardship initiatives to increase recycling of waste resources and 

address safe disposal of problematic hazardous wastes.  

 Urgently implement packaging standards that restrict the distribution of non-recoverable 

packaging from consumer and commercial markets.  

 Cease encouragement of voluntary led schemes and mandate schemes with adequate 

compliance mechanisms.  

 

 

Figure 9. Local garbage truck fire caused by problem wastes 
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8. Stop the import of problem wastes such as PFAS  

Prevent the next PFAS crisis by stopping import of problem products 

WSROC calls on the Australian Government to prevent the next PFAS crisis by prohibiting the 

importation of common products that could end up in food and garden organics ‘green’ bins.  

NSW councils are working towards the source separation and composting of household food and 

garden organics by 2030. This step will significantly reduce waste to landfill and prevent up to 37% 

of household waste emissions.  

However, Western Sydney councils are concerned that this work could be compromised if PFAS-

containing household products (including food packaging, food preparation, and personal care 

items) continue to transfer to food waste and contaminate the food and garden organic waste 

stream. 

There are already significant community concerns around PFAS contamination. Without restricting 

the sale and import of PFAS containing products, it will be impossible to achieve any quality 

assurance regarding the compost produced from household organics collection, and subsequently 

to control PFAS contamination in wastewater, the environment, and agricultural systems.  

There is an urgent need for government regulation to restrict the use of PFAS in consumer products, 

with particular focus on items that are at risk of ending up in composting and recycling schemes 

including food packaging, food preparation, clothing, personal toiletries and cosmetics.  

 

Recommendation: 

 Introduce urgent government regulation to prohibit the use of PFAS in consumer products, 

with prioritised focus on items pertaining to food packaging, food preparation, clothing, 

personal toiletries and cosmetics. 
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9. Support local emissions reduction 

Local energy, roads, waste critical to meeting Australia’s Paris commitments 

WSROC calls on the Australian Government to recognise local government’s contribution to 

meeting national emissions reduction targets and support further reductions via local investment. 

At present the Australian Government does not count local government emissions reductions when 

reporting on its global agreements. However, if local efforts were counted, current council targets 

could contribute 29% of Australia’s commitments by 203515. 

With significant runs on the board, and a strong roadmap for further emissions reductions, local 

government has the potential to become a critical partner in achieving national emissions targets. 

However, resourcing constraints, including the reliance on competitive grants, severely restrict 

councils’ capacity to invest in required action. Support is needed to address structural and practical 

challenges of mitigation and adaptation efforts.  

Greater Western Sydney generates around 7% of Australia’s total greenhouse gas emissions 

(approximately 30 million tonnes per year).16 The majority of these emissions are from regional 

electricity use, followed by transportation and waste. Western Sydney councils are committed to 

reducing emissions and seek leadership from the Australian Government to help implement 

mitigation and adaptation plans for energy transition, electrification and waste management. 

WSROC’s Western Sydney Energy Program is an example of regional coordination on emission 

reductions for local government and community. Since 2019, the program has achieved a 650 

ktCO2e reduction in emissions and saved $55 million in energy bills. However much more could be 

achieved with resourcing for ongoing regional collaboration. 

WSROC councils are also working to reduce emissions via the rollout of green household organics 

bins (Food Organics and Garden Organics, or FOGO). Introducing FOGO services will achieve 

significant emission reductions. However, tremendous costs associated with implementation is a 

serious barrier for councils. Federal support for local rollout could help achieve significant 

emissions reductions far quicker. 

 
 
 
15 Australian Local Government Climate Review 2024 
16 Snapshot Climate Tool (https://snapshotclimate.com.au/) 
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Recommendations: 

 Implement structural resourcing to enable council climate initiatives. WSROC supports 

ALGA’s recommendation to invest $400 million per year for local climate adaptation. 

 Integrate council emission reduction targets into Australia’s Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement, as outlined in the Coalition for High 

Ambition Multilevel Partnerships (CHAMP) agreement17.  Recognition of council 

contributions to the NDCs can amplify the role local government in mitigating and adapting 

to climate change, supporting multi-level governance.       

 Strengthen cooperation across all levels of governments via a multi-level governance 

framework to effectively improve mitigation efforts18.    

 Develop consistent climate data and reporting standards. Current lack of consistency in 

data and reporting makes benchmarking and tracking process difficult for local 

government. A national framework will be required.  

 Support, resource, and fund regional coordination programs. Regional collaboration 

between councils is powerful in strengthening outcomes and achieving efficiencies.       

 Implement adequate financial support programs to assist local government to implement 

or expedite waste emission reduction programs, including FOGO services.  

 

 
Figure 10. Installation of solar panels on a light roof. 

 
 
 
17 ALGA, Councils welcome Australia taking CHAMP pledge 
18 Cities Power Partnership (2023). Many hands make light work: Connecting governments to accelerate climate action. 
https://citiespowerpartnership.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Many-Hands-Make-Light-Work_Screen-
Singles.pdf 



WSROC 2025 Federal Elections Advocacy Priorities 

   Page 23 of 26 
 
 
 

10. Protect Western Sydney’s unique species 
 

Protect endangered species via changes to the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act  

Western Sydney is home to a range of globally unique natural landscapes including the Cumberland 

Plain Woodland, Blue Gum Forest, freshwater wetlands, heath lands, dry rainforest, forest red 

gums and Turpentine ironbark forest.  

The Cumberland Plain and its sub-regions have been degrading and declining for decades, due to 

bushfires, floods, invasive species and, particularly, clearing for housing and agriculture. Currently, 

only 6-8% of original Cumberland Plain vegetation remains in Sydney. This significant reduction to 

the range and health of natural areas, is impacting local fauna and flora, many of which are now 

listed as endangered or threatened. These include:  

 Koala 

 Regent Honeyeater  

 The Swift Parrot 

 Sydney Plains Greenhood 

 Spike Rice Flower 

Without proper oversight and protection, these unique habitats and the species within them are 

at risk of disappearing from the wild. 

The Australian Government’s recent review of the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (The Act) 19, found serious deficiencies in its capacity to protect natural 

environments such as the Cumberland Plain Woodland. Publicly released in 2021, the Second 

Independent Review of the EPBC Act (The Samuel report) made 38 recommendations to improve 

the protection of native and sensitive environments. These recommendations must be 

implemented if we are to protect Western Sydney’s native ecological communities from 

urbanisation. Doing so will not only lay a pathway for enhancing these ecosystems but also create 

a true “green and liveable” city. Protecting native bushland also provides benefits for community 

health and well-being as well as local economic activity.  

 
 
 
19 Independent Review of the EPBC Act. 2020. https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/our-role/reviews/epbc-
review-2020  
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Recommendations: 

Adopt and implement the recommendations in the Samuel report, including: 

 Amending The Act to enable new legally enforceable National Environmental Standards 

focusing on matters of national environmental significance. 

 Establishing the Environment Assurance Commissioner as a statutory position to provide 

strong oversight on the performance of the Commonwealth, States, Territories and other 

accredited parties.  

 Establishing an independent Officer of Compliance and Enforcement within the Federal 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water. 

 Increasing transparency of the Federal Government with matters relating to environmental 

protection, conservation, and restoration.  

 Developing cultural capability to build strong working relationships with Indigenous 

Australians to allow for use of their extensive knowledge to establish best practice 

framework for cultural heritage, policy and governance.  

 

 
Figure 11. Waterfall and bracken fern in natural area. 
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Next steps 
 

WSROC welcomes the opportunity to further discuss issues raised in this document. Please do not 

hesitate to contact WSROC with any questions. 

 

Contact: 

Charles Casuscelli RFD   

Chief Executive Officer 

Western Sydney Regional organisation of Councils Ltd.  

Tel (02) 9671 4333  

www.wsroc.com.au  


